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Officials stress dangers of school threat hoaxes
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School threat hoaxes have been a recurring issue this first month of school

throughout New York state.

Law enforcement across New York has been vigilant, sending out press releases

and posting to social media about school violence threat hoaxes.

What You Need To Know

State law enforcement agents are informing the public of numerous school threat hoaxes
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YOU MAY ALSO BE INTERESTED IN

One expert says it is problematic for resources, community, students and the

heightened anxiety it causes. 

“The more fake ones we have, are we going to pay less attention to something and

perhaps miss something that may actually be a real threat?” said Amanda

Nickerson, a psychology professor at the University at Buffalo and member of the

Regional Gun Violence Consortium at the Rockefeller Institute of Government.

Nickerson said to talk to your kids at an age-appropriate level. Ask them questions

and listen to what they say. Then explain why law enforcement has to react and

how they can be responsible with what they do and say, especially on social media.

Talk about what a joke is and what is not a joke. And teach them what is

appropriate to say.

"A lot of it is because of these events, tragic events that have happened, but a lot

of it is because we have really raised anxiety today as well," said Nickerson. "We’re

taking things a lot more seriously, so please know that there are consequences.”

In some cases, teens have been arrested for making false threats

Some threats are believed to have been generated overseas, officials say
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Justin Barron's versatility adding value to SU defense
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SPORTS

World Lacrosse Box Championships held at Oneida Indian Nation
facility
ONEIDA |  1 DAY AGO

HEALTH

Medical advances changing outlook, expectations of Americans living
with HIV
SYRACUSE |  2 DAYS AGO
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NEWS

Adjusting Syracuse's sanitation schedule to improve efficiency
SYRACUSE |  3 DAYS AGO

NEWS

Police look to prevent more horse-drawn buggy crashes on New York
roads
CENTRAL NY |  5 DAYS AGO

NEWS

Funding available for New York homeowners affected by severe
weather
SYRACUSE |  5 DAYS AGO
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